Contact

Eastern Iowa Dressage &
Combined Training Association is a USDF Group
Member Organization • Members automatically
become USDF Group Members

For more information contact: eidcta@mwnet.com or http://www.mwnet.com/eidcta
Chuck Bennett, President at 319.377.7868 or Ali Hayford, Vice President at 319.626.4857
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USDF R EGION 4 C HAMPIONS !

Intermediate 2 Open, GLISSADE owned and ridden
by Amanda Johnson of North Liberty, IA
Grand Prix Open, GLISSADE owned and ridden by
Amanda Johnson of North Liberty, IA

To compete at the Regional Championships you
must qualify at several USDF recognized shows. We had
three EID&CTA members qualify and compete this year.
They are . . .

Amamda
Johnson
on
Glissade

Second Level ADULT AMATEUR , HOLLYWOOD
owned and ridden by Rita Kells-Pitlik of Mt.Vernon, IA

Rita and
husband
Rich relax
after the
test

In this years ABIC/USDF Region 4 Championships
Rita placed 3rd, Bill placed 2nd and Amanda Johnson
took first in both I2 and Grand Prix.

Congratulations to Rita, Bill & Mandy!
Third Level Open, PUERTO D’AZUR owned by
Mary McLeod, ridden by Bill Coester
New Officers
At the September meeting we took nominations
and contacted the following people who volunteered to serve for 2003. At the November meeting
we accepted these people to their new posts.
Congratulations and thank you to our new officers.

Bill
Coester
and
‘Blue’

Chuck Bennett, President
Ali Hayford, Vice President
Barb Hall, Secretary
Jan Vlasak,Treasurer.
Many thanks to out going officers some of which
served EID&CTA for close to a decade.

M EET

OUR NEW

O FFICERS :

After moving to Cedar Rapids I decided to get a horse
once again. While grooming for a friend who is an Event
rider I realized “I HAVE GOT TO DO THIS!” And so my
interest in Eventing and Dressage began. I now live
north of Cedar Raids on our small private stable. Some
of you may have been there for the September meeting
on Carriage Driving. I have been a volunteer for many
local shows and look forward serving as secretary.

President Chuck Bennett
Hi my name is Chuck Bennett and I am your new
President. Actually, I am a horse club groupie. The one
passion that has remained constant in my life has been
the addiction to horses. I will never be able to ride or
train like our former President, Barb Putnam, but my
part in this organization will not be the same as Barb’s
or the other former officers. Their job was to build the
club membership from nothing to a very respectable
number. Their job is done (but not forgotten!) and their
help in the future will be greatly appreciated. They put
in a lot of time and effort in accomplishing their mission.
The reason I volunteered for the job was because I
have the time and interest in seeing the club reach the
next level, whatever that level is. I am not, for those of
you who know me, a dressage rider, nor do I have a
horse that is interested in performing any level of dressage. I asked my mare Scarlett and she said, being a Tennessee Walker, dressage wasn’t in her best interests.
Even though I am neither a dressage rider nor an event
rider, I am interested in both disciplines, as well as combined driving, competitive trail riding, reining, and every
other horse-related discipline. I am also the Vice-President of the Iowa Lippizan Association. I truly enjoy being the “king of volunteers” and helping other riders
pursue their riding interests.

Vice President Ali Hayford
Hi, my name is Ali Hayford, and I am your new VicePresident. I am from Iowa City and have been actively
involved in the local horse community for about 10
years. I have two horses, Casey, a Dutch Warmblood
that I ride dressage on and Willie, a Quarterhorse that I
use to team pen. I have been involved in putting on
horse shows, teaching and running Free Rein Ranch in
North Liberty in the past. I look forward to continuing
to further the educational part of our group as we continue to grow in numbers. As I take over for Nancy
Barta, I hope that I can fill her shoes and add to all the
wonderful things that she contributed to the club.

Secretary Barbara Hall
Hi, my name is Barbara Hall and I am your new Secretary. I was born and raised in Waterloo. I showed Arabians in the 70’s and even had the 1974 Iowa High Point
Arabian - Chal Rogatt. I then took a 15 year break. I
went to college and worked. I married my husband Tom.

Treasurer Jan Vlasak
Hi, I am Jan
Vlasak and I am
your new Treasurer. Originally
from Ohio, I grew
up in Ohio, Wisconsin and Minnesota. After graduating from the
University of Minnesota, Michael
and I were married and moved
with his employer,
Cargill Corn Milling, to Dayton,
Ohio where we
lived and raised a
family for 12
years. We then set off on a series of moves that took us
to Cedar Rapids, Memphis, Sao Paulo, Brazil and back to
Cedar Rapids!
During part of this time, I had a successful career as
a Respiratory Therapist in Home Care ( Christopher
Reeves could have been my patient!)
As my kids grew up and went to college, I decided it was
time to try riding again after 30 years. I’ve always loved
horses and had a Heinz 57 part Appaloosa gelding as a
kid.
I began taking lessons at Kindred Spirits and loved
the challenge and privilege of spending time with such
beautiful horses. I soon decided to find a horse of my
own and Rocky, my now 5 year old Appaloosa gelding,
came into my life from Minnesota. We have learned together and I am having a great time with him. We do a
little Dressage (currently working at Training Level) and
a lot of trail riding. He events at Novice level with Jessica Gates and has even gone on a few Foxhunts.
I have enjoyed the programs and friends that I have
made through the Eastern Iowa Dressage and Combined Training Association and am eager to become
more involved with the group and help it move forward
to better horsemanship for us all!

Welcome aboard everyone!

ing Association (USCTA). In 2001, the then - USCTA
elected to change its name, dropping “combined training” (used primarily in the USA) and adopting the internationally recognized term “eventing” (hence, “United
States Eventing Association ~ USEA”). They then suggested that affiliate organizations follow suit.
We also happen to have a very similar name to another GMO, Iowa Dressage and Combined Training Association. There has been confusion between IaDCTA
and EID&CTA. A name change will not completely
eliminate the mix-ups but it should help a little. We
strongly urge the creation of a steering committee to
discuss and propose a new name.

ON THE BUSINESS SIDE
Lend a Helping Hand
There are many jobs that make this organization tick
which any member can be a part of. Please consider
helping with such tasks as . . .
• Steering Committee
• Organizing educational meetings
• Refreshments
• Public Relation tasks like content for web site,
ads, flyers, and press releases.
• Newsletter writers and photographers
FYI - Megan Ward has volunteered to maintain web site
and publish newsletter, but could move onto other tasks
if anyone else wants to do them.

Links Added
Our Web site is now listed in the USDF web site contact lists. The new web staff at USDF are amazing. They
had the link added within 30 minutes of my request.
WOW! We also have a link on the Region 4 web site.

Why A Name Change?
EID&CTA is a GMO (Group Member Organization)
affiliated with the United States Dressage Federation
(USDF) and the former United States Combined Train-

more business side on page 6. . .

EID&CTA Survey Results
At the last January meeting the attendees filled out a survey. I have finally gotten around to reviewing the results
and wanted to share this information.
EID&CTA members are happy with the types of speakers we have had and we need to keep education as our
focus. They prefer to have topics related to Dressage or Eventing. An overwhelming number are willing to pay a $1015 fee to hear a speaker from outside the local area. They are quite happy with our locations and feel location is
important.
The social aspect of the group is still high, but it took a back seat to the educational in this survey. Members
thought we did okay at keeping them active, but didn’t necessarily feel it was important EID&CTA do so. They did
feel we keep them informed and it was very important that we do so.
The thought of hosting a clinic was mixed leaning towards yes. Hosting a show was evenly split both in whether
we should and in how important hosting one is.
Most of the comments were compliments (thank you) or suggestions for meeting topics. A few suggestions that
were repeated were to get young riders involved, have shows for beginners, and do more demonstrations. There
was also a suggestion to have the business meeting a little more formal and to have the newsletter come out more
consistently.
I included the tally for the section on ranking your particular interests, so you can draw your own conclusions.
Particular Interest Results (Ranking was 1 least interested in to 5 most interested in)
Rankings
1
2
3
4
5
Clinics
Shows
Lectures
Social Activities
Informative meeting
Meeting and dinner

1
2
0
0
0
0

1
4
0
1
2
2

3
5
4
7
3
8

4
3
7
6
5
1

8
3
6
3
7
6

Thanks to everyone who participated. It is really helpful to hear what the group thinks. It’s our members that make
EID&CTA what it is.

A solid foundation in the basics of rhythm, suppleness,

N EIL I SHOY C LINIC
Neil Ishoy earned a name for himself in
Eventing that took him to the 1980 Alternate
Olympics and the 1982 World Championships. But
at 6’5" Ishoy felt he was too large for event horses
to carry and switched to his first love dressage instruction and training. His wife of 20 years, Cindy
Ishoy earned a bronze at the 1988 Olympic games
in dressage. They work together training 26 horses
at the Ishoy Enterprises in Binbrook, Ontario. Neil
travels to teach students in California, Iowa, Canada
and Germany.
Last year Neil Ishoy became a public favorite
aboard the Oldenburg gelding Andiamo Tyme (by
Andiamo). Ishoy, who hasn’t been competing for 19
years, is only back in the saddle because Andiamo’s
owner, Linda Fowler, kindly asked him to show her
mount.
“My wife (Cindy Ishoy) went upstairs and dug
out my old show clothes which I must confess
were rather tight.” Ishoy told reporters at Devon. “I
really have always preferred to train and coach, but
when the owners ask that I compete Andiamo this
year, it was decided I would give it a go.”
They made a smash hit on the Grand Prix tour
2001 with many wins, including the World Cup
Grand Prix at the CDI*** Blainville, the Swarovski
Canadian League World Dressage Final (with an incredible score of 74.40% from the panel of international judges for his Grand Prix Freestyle performance) and a victory over Olympic bronze medallist Sue Blinks at the 2001 Dressage at Devon (with
a 74.875% for their Grand Prix Freestyle). Ishoy
was to be Canada’s representative at the 2002
World Cup Final in the Netherlands, but an untimely injury kept Tyme home.
Bill Coester of Winds Reach is a long time
friend of the Ishoys. Knowing the caliber of their instruction Bill has had both Cindy and Neil come to
our area to teach.
Neil feels that training is like building a house,
you must have a solid foundation or you will have
to go back and repair it. A solid foundation in the
basics of rhythm, suppleness, contact, straightness,
impulsion and collection are needed to build a
good dressage horse. While here he worked with
many of our EID&CTA members. Neil did return
to Iowa in November for another clinic.

Above left to right: 1) Bill Coester and Neil Ishoy discuss a bit fit.
2&3) Neil helping Chris Africa on Weston.
Below: Neil helping Barb Putnam on Harod. Neil on Puerto D’Azur.

contact, straightness, impulsion and collection are needed to build a good dressage horse.

Right: Bill Coester and Neil Ishoy - two peas in a pod.
Below Left: Rose Ambrose
Below Right: Hollywood
Botton: Bill, Neil and Rita Kells Pitlik on Hollywood at Clearwater Farm

. . . continued from page 4

Previous Meetings
October was a Vet talk by Dr. Kirk Heisterkamp at
River Basin Equine.We had tour of the facilities, a West
Niles Virus update and a questions and answer session.
Thanks you doctors Christine and Kirk Heisterkamp.
November featured Jim Fawcett from the Linn
County Extention Service talking about pasture management and hay. We were treated to a computer slide
show, handouts and Jim’s expertise.Very informative!
A special meeting was held for the new and old
officers met for a dinner to exchange information and
files. Some history and future plans were discussed too.

2003 Dressage Tests
You can start working on the new tests now. Training
Level through Fourth Level tests movements can be
downloaded for free at this USA Equestrian web page:
http://www.equestrian.org/aboutus/inter/dressage/2003test-movements.asp

A Public Cross Country Course in Iowa
by Camie J. Stockhausen
“Oh, it sure would be nice to have a real XC course
closer to home.”
It can happen! Permission has been granted by the
Polk County Conservation Board to build an eventing
XC course at Jester Park. (which is north west of Des
Moines) A committee, consisting of Susan Ramsey , Jay
and Camie Stockhausen and Stacy Thacker worked diligently through the spring and summer to develop a plan
that would please the park’s neighbors, the management
at Jester Park, and the Polk County Conservation Board.
On November 13, we received formal permission from
the Polk County Conservation Board to build a XC
course in the south part of the park!
We have hired Ritch Temple to design the course,
and have a general track laid out. The plan is to have
Novice and Training level XC courses, and to hold a
USEA-recognized event at the park in the future. We
envision that the course will eventually expand to include other levels. The course will be available for
groups to rent, with details of that process to be determined.
Of course you have a thousand questions about the
project. The first question, of course, should be, “How
can I help make this happen?”
In order to make this course happen, we equestrians need to raise about $35,000 for jumps and course

design. Yes, I was stunned at that number at first too,
but once I learned how much a water complex costs,
how quickly materials add up, and the cost of earth
moving, it all came into focus for me.
To get the job done, we need a Fund-raising Chairperson. The existing committee is immersed in park relations and course design. We need a Fund-raising Chair
who is organized, has good contacts and is enthusiastic
about this project. We need someone to take the fundraising effort and run with it.You can make a huge impact. Contact Camie Stockhausen to step up.
(Camstock@angelfire.com)
Do you have experience XC jump building? You can
make a big difference to the project. Contact Jay
Stockhausen. (Jaystock@huxcomm.net). He will provide
you with rough sketches of the jumps you can build. We
are planning most of the jumps to be moveable. You can
build them in your garage this winter.
You don’t know how to build a XC jump, but have a
woodworker in the family? Jump building is a learnable
skill for the interested and motivated. Recruit your family and friends! Builders will have rough drawings, and
there are many very good how-to books. Jay will also
be available for some consulting.
The project also needs cash—green, cha-ching,
moola, shamolians. There are a few ways you can help
with that. You can donate directly to the Jester XC
Course Fund set up at US Bank in Ames. Send your
check to Jester XC Course Fund, 57560 Hwy 210 Cambridge, IA 50046-8583. Write your email address on the
subject line of your check and you will be added to the
“Friends of Jester Park” list to receive special email updates about developments in the XC course project!
After you do that, wrack your mind for any other
sources of funds for the project. What about clubs you
belong to? Foundations that would grant funds to the
project? Companies who can donate manpower, equipment, know-how or building materials? Family members
who support your habit?
Then go out and solicit jump sponsorship. For a
mere $600, individuals, businesses and groups can sponsor a XC jump. In return for the patronage, the jump
will carry a plaque with the sponsor’s name on it.
So let’s review:
1. You could be running and jumping on a XC
course in Iowa by autumn 2003. Holy cow that
would be cool.
2. That requires action on your part now.
3. The action can involve being the Fund-raising
Chair, building jump(s), donating money and/or
soliciting others to donate.
“Oh, it sure would be nice to have a real XC course
closer to home.” You bet it would. Let’s do it!

R EGION 4 N EWS
Region 4 Web Site Update
The USDF Region 4 web site at
www.usdfregion4.org now has free text classified ads
and notices. Easy to use and post to. Pictures can be
added for $5 each. Picture cost is a donation used for
the Region 4 Junior/Young Rider Scholarship program.

Message From
Region 4 Director, Linda Landers
I should say greetings all to all of you as I have been
very quiet this year. Most of the programs of interest
have been covered in the Connections magazine.
Our PM Delegates for this year are Lloyd Landkamer, Nancy Porter and Margene Swartz. Please reach
one of them about concerns you may have.
Next year we will need new chairmen for several
committees. We will need a new Junior Chair, and Horse
Show Management Chair and perhaps others. A person
does have to be a Participating Member to hold a Regional Chair. I am also in need for newsletter help in the
way of an Editor and reporters.
Of interest to all of us is the planned Amateur Adult
Clinics to be put on similar to the Young Rider Clinics.
Walter Zetl will be the clinician. We will need a place to
hold the clinic that will seat l00 people and who is willing to donate their place and have stabling for 8 to l0
horses. No date or area has been selected, but the need
for an indoor facility with stabling and room will influence where the clinic will be held. If you have any ideas
about people or places that might be available to Region
4 for this clinic please let me know.
Elizabeth Barclay, the Jr. Representative to our region is eager to attempt a Jr. Camp. I am currently working with her on this possibility.
I would like to know how much money your GMO
gave to any Regional activities this year and if you are
budgeting for contributions for next year. Our Regional
activities are, the Finals, Adult Team Championships, Junior Team Championships, Advanced Young Riders. I
would like to make a report at the convention about
our Regional Support and also how we can be functioning more as a Region. I need your input.

Dressage Clinic
Features Olympian Nicole Uphoff
A three-day clinic with Olympian Nicole Uphoff will
be held March 21-23 at Oldenburg Farm in Mequon,
Wisconsin. The clinic, organized by the Wisconsin Dressage & Combined Training Association (WDCTA), will
feature Ms. Uphoff teaching riders and their horses at all
levels from beginning dressage to advanced.

Ms. Uphoff was only 21 years old when she became
the youngest-ever Olympian champion in dressage. She
became an international dressage star with her partner,
Rembrandt, a horse she purchased as a three-year-old.
She won back to-back gold medals in the 1988 and
1992 Olympics.
Rider slots are available. Ms. Uphoff will be making
the final selection of riders. Costs for riding all three
days is $525 (WDCTA members) and $600 (nonmembers). Stabling for the weekend is $80. Applications with 10 minute videotape - must be received by December 1, 2002. For a rider or auditor registration form,
contact Caryn Vesperman at 608/455-2208 or email:
touchstn@chorus.net
Costs for auditing the clinic are $40/day or $95 for
all three days for WDCTA members and $50/day or
$125 for all three days for non-members. A box lunch is
available each day for $10. Registration forms must be
received by February, 21, 2003.

Dressage Symposium
The North American Dressage Trainers Club will be
hosting a symposium at The Dressage Center in Deleon
Springs , FL on January 4-5 , 2003 . This symposium for
trainers and judges will be conducted by Dr.Volker
Moritz FEI”O” judge/trainer , Mariette Withages FEI”O”
judge and chairman of the FEI Dressage and Jean
Bemelmans , German trainer and coach of the Bronze
medal winning Spanish team at the WEG.
Only members of the NADTC and the International
Dressage Judges Club will be able to participate in the
discussions. All others may come as silent auditors. This
will be an exciting and educational event for all.
For info contact The Poulins at (386) 985-6190.

2002 USDF Annual Convention
This year it is in Portland, Oregon December 10-16.
The EID&CTA members that I know of who are going
from are Amanda Johnson, Barb Putnam and Megan
Ward. Talk to these people if you have USDF and/or
Regions 4 suggestions or questions.

Our deepest sympathy goes out to:
Rich & Rita Kells-Pitlik for the loss of
Rita’s mother
Chuck and Sue Bennett for the loss of
their Sister-in-law & Aunt
Barb Hall on the loss of her mare Loxi.

NEXT MEETING . . .

EID&CTA Contact Information

Tuesday, December 3, 2002 7 PM
Annual Tack & Yack at Saddle & Leather Shop

President: Chuck Bennett
889 2nd Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
Home: (319) 377-7868
cben113@mchsi.com

Treasurer: Jan Vlasak
3559 Timberline Drive NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
Home: (319) 369-0477
vlasak@mchsi.com

Vice President: Ali Hayford
665 Hodge Street
North Liberty, IA 52317
Home: (319) 626-4857
Rulersleg1@aol.com

Newsletter Editor: Megan Ward
1228 Hertz Drive SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
Home: (319) 362-6210
FAX: (319) 364-6548
eidcta@mwnet.com

Nan Barta at a Buck Branaman Clinic
with a friends horse, Dakota.

Megan Ward
1228 Hertz Drive, SE
Cedar Papids, IA 52403

Secretary: Barbara Hall
10611 Hawks Haven Road NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52411-8211
Home: (319) 378-1161
BarbaraHall44945@aol.com

