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CONVENTIONAL NOTES

By Megan Ward
As I started to write I was filled with the childhood angst over
the dreaded “What I did on Summer Vacation” assignment. For me
the USDF Annual Convention and Symposium only lasted 5 days.
It seemed like an endless summer. With so many things going on a
linear explanation doesn’t work. Where does one start and end so
many stories that are intricately intertwined?
I’ll start with the food: Barrie Anderson will attest that we
had the best tortilla chips ever. They were light and crisp with a
hint of succulent oil. Heaven.
Then the atmospheric conditions: total dressage saturation,
renowned dressage riders everywhere. Olympic Medal winners with
smiles and salutations as you get on the elevator. Experts speaking on everything and NOT all at once! Camaraderie, history and
future hope filled the air. Perfect weather.
Then the Highlights: Mandy Johnson won a metronome at a
lecture and custom made Cavello boots in the raffle. I won a pair
of breeches in the raffle and was high bid for the Fox Village Dressage Show software at the Young Riders Auction. We got to hobnob
with the famous. We saw old friends like Bill Woods and Paul Kathen. We made new friends and found that it really is a small world.
Then the honors: To see your friends walk on stage and receive an award is an honor. To have witnessed their hard work and
dedication it took to achieve that award, well, that is humbling.
Barb Putnam earned her
USDF Silver Medal.
Her horse, Caduceus Herod
won both the Prix St. Georges
Adult Amateur and Open for
the 2003 Year End All Breed
Awards from the American
Morgan Horse Association.
Barb’s other horse, Romance ridden by her daughter,
Amanda Johnson, took first
place in the 2003 Year End All
Breed Awards Westfalen Horse
Association for Training Level,
Open.
Amanda Johnson’s horse
Glissade place third in the
2003 Year End All Breed
Awards Westfalen Horse Association for Grand Prix.
Sharon Neff and her horse
Barb Putnam with a couple
Pollyanna
(pictured at right)
of her award medals.

Amanda Johnson riding Romance

photo by Judy Woodruff

placed 19th nationally at Training Level, Adult Amateur with an
average score of 69.231%.
Congratulations don’t begin to cover it. We are proud of you.
We are inspired by you. We are honored to call you our friends.

CO NVE NTI O NAL N OTE S CO N TI N E D . . .

Our group, EIDEA was recognized by the USDF and Region
4 for our effort as the local GMO host for the Walter Zettl Clinic.
Our region had the largest turnout for the Friday night lecture!
Here is yours truly with Linda Landers, the Region 4 President. (If
you don’t know who is who, you need to start attending meetings!)
Then the insights: Learning opportunities abound. Business
basics like understanding how democracy rules our USDF, motivating volunteers and
forums to ask other
GMOs how they do
things.
The Salute Gala had
the most incredible
history of dressage in
the United States and
really clarified what
the founders of the
USDF created and
how 30 years of metamorphosis transferred
an American dream
into reality. There
were interviews of the famous and the founders and wrapped up
with a stage full of Olympians who rode for our country.
The lectures were intensive; get to the bottom of the subject
gems. I have a new understand of medical
diagnostics and treatments. I noticed Dr.
Barrie Anderson writing a lot of notes of the
explanations she plans to use when explaining
medicine. From massage to MRIs we went
through options with open scientific minds.
As speaker, Dr. Tracy Turner pointed out;
science is about finding something physical
to measure to prove the effectiveness and then
figuring out how it works. The hows are the
hard parts. We know aspirin works, and there
are theories on how it works, but know one
can prove it works.
The lecture on biomechanics was the

Olympic Gold Medal
Event rider, David
O’Conner, pictured
left, spoke for the newly
formed National Governing Body, the United
States Equestrian Federation. He introduced
the new CEO, John
Long, pictured below, at
he podium. The USDF
President, Sam Barish,
is seated to John’s left.

best techno geek rush
I’ve had in sometime.
Dr, Hilary Clayton
had video software to
drool over. She could sync up several horse videos and show us the
difference in their passage. She would stop the action and measure
angles of legs, back and whither to croup. She is fast debunking
misconceptions on footfalls and suspension. One day we may order
a pre-purchase gait analysis to measure a horse’s potential.
And the Symposium with Lisa Wilcox and Ernst Hoyos – riveting. How else can you get over 500 people to sit on bleachers ALL
DAY. My favorite quote was a simple one. On rider position she
said, “The longer the leg the more language there is.” It’s all about
communication between us riders and the gift these magnificent
animals give us.
I am sure I have
forgotten the majority of what I saw and
learned at the 2003
USDF Convention
and Symposium, but
then that is a good
excuse to go back next
year. And the year
after that and the year
after that and . . .
Above and to the far left is member
Barrie Anderson with clinician Bill Woods.
He use to be a regular Iowa guest.
Above is the small world story. Here are the owners
of the sire and grand sire of Nan Barta’s pending
foal. Witmark’s owner, Meg Williams (left) just
happen to sit with us at the Awards Banquet.
Barrie Anderson is on her right.
To the left and form the left are Mandy Johnson
with her mentor, George Williams and
Barb Putnam. George has been winning throughout
Europe on the mare Rocher, (row shay).

DEC & JAN BOARD
MEETING NOTES Our first order of business was to
decide on a dues increase. With the USDF
increase from $10 per member to $17 we
had no choice but to raise our rates. We
settled on an increase to $35 per household. If more than one person in your
household wants to be a GMO member
you may pay an extra $17 per extra members. Updated Membership Applications
are on the web and one I included in this
newsletter.
This year the officers would like to
get the GMO a little more organized. Each
officer should have a GMO handbook. Job
descriptions for officers, newsletter editor
and committee heads need to be submitted
in 2004. Zettl Clinic Committee reports
need to be submitted to EIDEA and to
Region 4 Director, Linda Landers. Deb
Levine is working on those. Megan Ward
and Merrill Klemm are looking into business matters – Special Events / Business
Committee.
It was decided to keep or form the
following committees:
Awards: Nan Barta (Chair), Deb Levine
(Assistant), Megan Green, Sue Bennett and Megan Ward. (no more
volunteers needed at this time)
Activities: Chuck Bennett (Chair), Merrill
Klemm (Assistant)
Education: Mikki Hobart-Panek (Chair),
Diane Riccollo (Assistant), Doug
Grim and Brian Crane.
Meeting Host: still needs chair - can be a
committee of one
This committee is responsible for setting up refreshments at the meetings.
Coffee pots and supplies need to be
picked up, brought to the meeting, set
up for use, packed up and returned
cleaned and ready for the next use.
They will need to procure snacks for
the meetings either by contacting
the Snack Volunteer for that month,
purchasing or making treats. This
person will be in charge of the seeking and reminding Snack Volunteers.
Requires a firm commitment as
people get testy without their coffee
and snacks.
Snack Volunteers: Contact Jan Vlasak
Membership Committee: Amy Thlackler
(Chair) and needs more people.
These volunteers are the greeters who get
new members involved. They will
work with the PR committee to put

together New Member Packets.
Pubic Relations: Megan Ward (Chair),
Barb Hall (Assistant).
This committee takes care of PR, advertising, notices, newsletters and web
presence. More members are always
helpful! We can use people with writing, marketing and artistic skills!
Under 21 Committee: - still needs chair
- can be a committee of one.
Special Event Committees: This is a set
of ever changing Ad Hoc Committees. If you like to work intensely on
one project from start to finish this is
for you!
• Kirkwood Tack Sale: Barb Hall
• Business - Insurance, bylaws & tax status: Megan Ward, Merrill Klemm
• Banner - procurement or creation: Contact Jan Vlasak to volunteer.
• Darren Chiacchia Clinic: Contact Jan
Vlasak to volunteer.

REPORTS
Awards Committee:
Nan Barta (Chair), Deb Levine (Assistant), Megan Green, Sue Bennett and
Megan Ward. (No more volunteers needed
at this time) Send ideas and comments to:
Nancy Barta
Saddle & Leather Shop
192 22 Avenue, SW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
(319) 362-2846
saddlesh@inav.net
The committee wanted to play down the
competitive nature of awards and concentrate on rewarding personal accomplishments. These are the 2004 Awards we are
working on.
Goal Sheet Awards
By sending us 5 goals you wish attain
in 2004 you are eligible for Goal Sheet
Awards. Deadline is March 2004. A goal
can be specific, like ‘go to the Dressage
Lite Show’ or general like ‘feel comfortable trail riding’. Everyone has an idea of
what they want to do next year – here is
your chance to write it down!
You can email your 5 goals to EIDEAAwards@mwnet.com
Or on the back of the membership application is a Goal Sheet for members to
fill out.
Or you can download one from the web
site and return it to a member of the
Awards Committee.
EIDEA members must fill out a Goal
Sheet by March 2004. They will be stored

until December when members can comment on what goals they set and reached.
The Awards Committee will assign awards
to be given at the February 2005 meeting.
EIDEA Education Credits
Criteria: Members will earn one credit
per EIDEA Educational meeting. Additional credits may be earned for attending
USDF, USEA or USEF sponsored events.
Programs must be educational learning
experiences. (Examples: scribing for the
Learners Judge program or attending
regional workshop). To earn credits for
programs other than EIDEA Educational
Meetings members must submit a report
to the Awards Committee within 30 days
of event. All reports will be turned over to
the Newsletter Editor for possible publication. Credit is cumulative and can be
earned over an unlimited number of years.
Awards will be presented annually at a
meeting to be established.
Awards:
10 credits – Certificate
25 credits - Diploma
50 credits - Bronze Diploma
75 credits - Silver Diploma
100 credits - Gold Diploma
Medals Program for Accomplishment
We like the idea of USDF’s Medal system
where a member is rewarded for their
show accomplishments. We are developing the criteria.
Annual Awards
Members may nominate themselves or
each other by submitting a 100 to 200word description of their achievement.
Volunteers of the Year
Donations of the Year
Hosts of the Year
Refreshments of the Year
Groom Awards –riders may nominate
their Grooms, Show Moms, Show Dads or
other Support Staff.
Ain’t Gonna Happen Awards –for members with interesting and/or humourous
‘couldn’t make it to the show / clinic /
meeting’ excuses.
Good Horse Awards – for getting a horse
over a problem, be it loading in a trailer,
picking up the hard lead, trail riding with
out spooking, standing still or even getting
through a horrific medical experience.
Members may nominate a horse by submitting a 100 to 200-word success story.
Been through the Wringer Awards - for
horse owners faced with comical adversity
– like riding in the rain (TRPC show), rid-

ing the wrong test, horse escape, freshly
groomed horse rolling in the mud, etc.
Things that people can laugh about.
First Time Awards –celebrating the first
time achievements of members or member’s horses. It can be first show to first
foal. Members may nominate themselves
or each other by submitting a 100 to 200word description of their achievement.
The committee also wants to request that
the February 2005 meeting be reserved for
an Awards Celebration.
Business Committee Report - Megan
Ward, Merrill Klemm
Insurance is needed. Megan is contacting
other GMOs to get leads. Merrill is check
with USDF. Bylaws need to be updated.
EIDEA would like to change to a non
profit tax deductible status. That requires
us to incorporate. For this we will need a
lawyer to (hopefully) volunteer some time
to double check and submit forms. We
have a CPA, Teresa Doubek of Clifton,
Gunderson LLP that will volunteer her
time for the tax issues. She will not be
available to work on it until after tax season. We will contact her mid-May.
Public Relations Report – Megan Ward,
Barb Hall
The newsletter’s present system seems to
work. We plan to continue with 6 issues
for next year. Advertising rates were
developed and are listed in this newsletter.
The web site has been recently updated. It
will be a work in progress as information
is gathered.
Treasure’s Report - Jan Vlasak
December 2, 2003
Beginning Balance as of
November 3, 2003
$ 1509.24
Deposits
+ 147.00
Debits
- 187.00
Current Balance
$ 1469.24
January 5, 2004
Beginning Balance as of
December 2, 2003
Deposits
Debits
Current Balance

$ 1469.24
+
35.00
_ 269.47
$ 1234.77

The next BOARD MEETING of the
Eastern Iowa Dressage & Eventing
Association EIDEA will be held Tuesday,
Feb. 17, 7 PM at the Irish Democrat.
Contact Jan Vlasak for details.

WE LCOM E N E W M E M B E R S
Amanda Magruder of Winterset
Jeanne Snyder of Cedar Rapids

E I D E A C O N TAC T S
Web site www.mwnet.com/eidea
President: Jan Vlasak
3559 Timberline Drive NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
Home: (319) 369-0477
vlasak@mchsi.com
Vice President: Merrill Klemm
Home: (319) 362-0636
merrillklemm@msn.com
Secretary: Barbara Hall
Home: (319) 378-1161
BarbaraHall44945@aol.com
Treasurer: Diane Wattson
1238 S. Apple Creek Rd.
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314
(319) 573-44567
dwattson@hotmail.com
Activities:
Chuck Bennett (Chair)
889 2nd Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
(319) 377-7868
cben113@mchsi.com
Education:
Mikki Hobart-Panek (Chair)
2151 280th Street
Rowley, IA 52329
(319) 938-2623
mikki_hp@hotmail.com
Membership Committee:
Amy Thlackler (Chair)
1414 W. Reinbeck Road
Hudson, IA 50643
(319) 988-4065
amythal@cs.com
Pubic Relations & Newsletter Editor
Megan Ward (Chair)
1228 Hertz Drive SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
Home: (319) 362-6210
FAX: (319) 364-6548
eidea@mwnet.com

Our condolences to
Carol Strank who
lost her horse Joe.
and to
Sue Weston who
lost her gelding Oreo.

TAC K S A L E
EIDEA sponsored a booth at the Annual
KIRKWOOD TACK SALE Saturday
and Sunday January 24th & 25th in the
McCleod indoor arena. Members and their
friends brought horse related items to sell.
Our booth was next to Saddle and Leather
Shop’s booth and they graciously let us encroach on their booth space. We had more
than enough stuff for two booths. Last
year this sale was our second biggest fund
raiser due to the generosity of club members. Some items being sold were donated
to EIDEA. The rest were sold for people
and EIDEA took a 10% commission. It
adds up quick. The best attendance by far
was Saturday. Sunday was fun as everyone
had time for socializing. Thanks to all the
volunteers that showed up to help set up,
sell and pack up. Special thanks go to Barb
Hall and Jan Vlasak for coordinating.

C O V E R G I R L S – or they should
be. On page 37 of February Dressage
Today are some faces we know. Barb
Putnam, Mandy Johnson and Barrie
Anderson!

I LLI N O I S H O R S E PAR K
In 2002, the Lake County Forest
Preserve District established the 350-acre
Raven Glen Forest Preserve located in
north-central Lake County, Illinois. Approximately 90 acres in the southeastern
portion may be for equestrian use.
This fall, The Forest Preserve District
sought and received Letters of Interest
from individuals and firms for provision of
equestrian services at Raven Glen. Among
the proposals received was one which
would establish a “Horse Park”, along the
lines of the Kentucky Horse Park, on the
site, including cross-country obstacles.
For those of us in Area IV, this is a wonderful possible addition to our Area. There
will be a meeting to discuss all proposals
on February 10 at 1:30. The meeting will
be held at the Lake County Forest Preserve
District Offices at 2000 North Milwaukee
Avenue, Libertyville, IL 60048. (Milwaukee Ave, north of 137). If you plan on
attending you are advised to call Corinne
McMahon at 847-367-6640 on Monday,
February 9, to confirm the date and time.

CLASSIFIED

For Sale: “Mihn”, 14 year old mare,
Registered Appaloosa Sport Horse, $1200.
Call Lisa Goodin at 319-393-2135

FROM THE PRESIDENT

NEW OFFICER

2004! The year of the Monkey. Three years past” 2001 A
Space Odyssey” and here we all are, our feet still on the earth. I, for
one, am quite happy with that arrangement based on the latest photographs from Mars! Now that the Holidays are behind us, we can
concentrate on the coming months of the new year and our horse
activities. I hope that everyone will find some time to become
involved in their local clubs, shows, trail rides etc. and especially
the Eastern Iowa Dressage and Eventing Association. As one of our
Board members said at the last meeting, ”this is just a great group
of people to hang out with”! Volunteers are still needed for various
committees and will be needed for our special events, the first of
which will be the Darren Chiacchia Clinic to be held at Kindred
Spirits Stables in May. EIDEA will be providing food and support
services for this Clinic, so mark your calendars. Darren was the
Individual Gold Medalist in Eventing at the Pan American Games
last fall and it is an honor for us to have him here in Eastern Iowa.
If the Walter Zettl Clinic was any indication, I have no doubt that
EIDEA members will do a fantastic job . So join the FUN and
don’t forget to PAT YOUR HORSES!
- Jan

Our treasurer Pat Jensn had to resign due to the failing health
of her father. Our hopes are with her during this trying time.
At the January meeting Diane Wattson volunteered to take the
position. Thanks Diane!

Our condolences to
Kate Kostenbader
on the loss of her mother.
Our thoughts are with you Kate.

Newsletter Schedule & Rates
Submission dates
March 15 for the April/May 2004
May 15 for the June/July 2004
July 15 for the August/September 2004
September 15 for the October/November 2004
November 15 for the December 04 / January 05
Submissions can be sent by email to eidea@mwnet.com. Text
should either be in the email or as an attached Microsoft Word or
Adobe Acrobat (PDF) file. Email photos as JPG or TIF.

Advertising rates
Full Page $50 per issue, approximate size is 7.5” X 10”
Half Page $25 per issue, approximate size is 7.5” X 5”
Quarter Page $10 per issue, approximate size is 3.75” X 5”
EIDEA members get a $5 discount per ad. What a deal!
Note: (There’s always a catch.) There is an additional fee of $25 per
hour for display advertising design services and a 1 hour minimum.
Classified ads are free to EIDEA members.
Classified ads to Non members are $4 up to 40 words.
Ad submissions are best made in Adobe Acrobat (PDF) files and can
be emailed to eidea@mwnet.com. Checks made out to EIDEA can
be sent to:
Megan Ward
1228 Hertz Drive, SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403

Meet our new Treasurer, Diane Wattson

New jobs brought my husband, Bill and me to Mount Vernon
from Phoenix, Arizona in 2001. I grew up in Arizona, so the seasons (yes, even the cold Iowa winters) are a welcome change from
the hot Arizona summers. I’m a former member of the Arizona
Dressage Association and took dressage lessons from Nancy Miller
of Serendipity Stables in Phoenix.
Professionally, I am a Senior
Technical Writer at Integrated
DNA Technologies. At IDT, I
develop online Help systems,
training programs, and technical
support documentation for DNA
synthesis software applications.
I have worked in computer and
software development my entire
career. I hold a Bachelors of Science
in Agribusiness from Arizona State
University, and am a thesis short of
a Masters degree in the same program.
During the 2003 season, I rode Dick and Ellen Mahany’s,
Stenvaenge Polaris, to the 2003 USDF Region 4 and Midwest
Championships - placing 7th in Adult Amateur Training Level for
both championships. I own a Quarter Horse, Skip, an Oldenburg
filly, Rhea, and a miniature horse, Buster. Though Skip can do
some of the upper level movements, he’s overly enthusiastic, and
isn’t a good one to show. Rhea was just started last October, so she’s
the hope for the future.
It’s been such a great experience getting to know the talented
and fun group that makes up the EIDEA membership. I’m very
happy to have the opportunity to contribute as the new Treasurer
and look forward to another successful year for the GMO.
EIDEA Treasurer and Roster Contact
Diane Wattson
1238 S. Apple Creek Rd.
Mt. Vernon, IA 52314
Home: (319) 895-6375
dwattson@hotmail.com

M AR K YO U R C ALE N DAR
Remember to RENEW your EIDEA Membership
by March 1st 2004!
The next Zettl Clinic is July 17-19, 2004 at William Woods
University located in Fulton, Missouri. It is midway between
Kansas City and St. Louis. Fulton is one third of the Mid Missouri
Triangle with Jefferson City 20 miles to the south and Columbia
20 miles to the west.
IaDCTA will host instructor certification workshops in Ames on
April 17th and 18th, July 31-Aug 1 and September 4th and 5th.
Darren Chiacchia will be at Kindred Spirits in May!

Directions to Washington Hall

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Tuesday, February 3, 2004 at 7 PM
at Kirkwood’s Washington Hall.
Topic is February Fun ! Bring your pictures,
photo albums, and/or videos of you, your
family, horses, dogs, cats, birds, etc.. This
is every ones chance to get to know our
members. Bring a snack to share and
EIDEA will supply coffee and cocoa.

Tuesday, March 2, 2004 at 7 PM at
Kirkwood’s Washington Hall.
Topic is How to take care of Leather. Russ
Sebtka , a well know saddle / leather maker
and MaryAnn from Tandy Leather will direct
us in how to take care of our leather goods
and how to pick out the correct cleaners/
polishers and leather.

Megan Ward
1228 Hertz Drive, SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403

A Charter Group
Member Organization
of the USDF.
We’ve been here
all along!
Affiliate Eventing
Association to
US Eventing
Association.

Remember to
RENEW your
EIDEA
Membership by
March 1st

From the North : Take I380 to the US-30 E/
US-151 N exit- exit number 16- toward MT
VERNON. Keep RIGHT at the fork in the
ramp. Turn RIGHT onto KIRKWOOD BLVD.
SW. You will go pass the main campus
entrance. Turn left onto 76th Street. Turn
left at the farm entrance. Washington Hall
will be on your left. Parking is on your right.
From the South : Take I380 to Wright
Brothers Blvd. (the Airport Exit) turn right. At
the stop sign turn left onto Kirkwood Blvd..
At stop sign turn right onto 76th Street. Turn
left at the farm entrance. Washington Hall
will be on your left. Parking is on your right.

