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On Friday, June 27, USDF Region 4 hosted a Junior/Young 
Rider Team Competition and the EIDEA sent a team of 3 riders: 
Hannah Ferguson riding Chex These Blues, Brenna Williams 
riding Crossed By Fate and Jasmine Hobart riding Grand Salute.

The team had a theme of Angels and for the awards cer-
emony, had fuzzy halos on the horses and each rider had a pair of 
wings. The stalls were decorated with signs for each of the horse 
angels “in training.” There were several rolls of crape paper and 
other whimsical décor used in the stabling area. It was quite 
uplifting to walk through there!

The real kicker for the weekend, however, was that Jasmine’s 
other horse, Frisky Nijinsky, who was NOT included on the “An-
gel” team was randomly assigned the number 666! Jasmine also 
decorated his stall with devilish décor, and the stall sign read “it 
ain’t lookin’ good!”

There were 21 teams at the show this year, divided into 4 
divisions. The EIDEA Angels were randomly assigned to divi-
sion 3 and there were 5 teams in the division. The EIDEA Angels 
came in second place in their division with a combined average 
score of 62.818%.

For the team competition, each rider rides 2 tests, and the 
lowest test of the team is a drop score. The rest of the tests are 
averaged and the teams are placed according to their average 
scores.

Cngrlis EIDEA Angs!!

From left: Hannah Ferguson on Chex These Blues, Brenna Williams on Crossed 
By Fate, Jasmine Hobart on Grand Salute, and honorary EIDEA Angel’s 

member, #666, Frisky Nijinksy (ridden by Jasmine Hobart).

E I D E A  A N G E L S T H E  F L O O D S
Submitted by Barbara Putnam
 As many of you know, the midwest has had devastating 
weather this summer.  I live here in Iowa on a farm inbetween 
Iowa City and Cedar Rapids.  Fortunately for me my property is 
located on high ground but others in low lying areas have had all 
they own swept away by the rivers rampage.  As most cities were 
built near rivers an occasional minor flood is to be expected, but 
these floods reached unbelievable epic proportions.  The surg-
ing Cedar and Iowa Rivers rose unexpectedly high and created 
a Midwest Katrina.  55 of Iowa’s 99 counties are declared state 
disaster areas if this gives you some idea of how widespread the 
flooding was. People here fought the flood, hoards of people 
sandbagged until they were exhausted, but still the water over-
took all their hard and heavy work. Homes, businesses, schools, 
hospitals, museums, bridges and roadways, flooded.  On June 
12 the Cedar River poured over its banks forcing the evacuation 
of thousands of people, it went over the tops of bridges and left 
cars in the downtown area of Cedar Rapids under water. It broke 
through windows, the power went out in some places and people 
had to ration water.  Citizens were rescued from their homes with 
boats and hundreds of pets were rescued and placed in temporary 
shelters where they were cared for until their owners could pick 
them up.
 I am going to focus this story of the flood on the loss of a 
wonderful business in Czech Village, a historical neighborhood, 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  This horse owners’ dream store was The 
Saddle and Leather Shop.  It was located in a charming old build-

The “Floating Pony” who was always in the front window of the 
Saddle and Leather shop waits patiently for the clean up crew.



ing, in 1908 it was a harness shop and was purchased in 1946 by 
George Barta whose family still owns it.  George passed away 
a few years ago but still worked in the shop until he was 90 and 
rode his horse until he was 85.  His daughters Nan and Kris took 
over the shop and it was a friendly place to go with a vast inven-
tory of everything you could possibly need.  Nan is a great friend 
of mine and is the ultimate horsewoman.  She has ridden third 
level dressage, was the state champion on a Saddlebred, rode in 
the Palomino Nationals, has done round-ups and brandings, has 
driven in Fine Harness 
classes, foxhunted and 
has done the hunter/
jumpers.
 On Wednesday, 
June 11 the word was 
out that Cedar Rap-
ids would have major 
flooding.  The shops 
along the street in 
Czech Village were 
told to put everything 
up one foot high on 
the main floor and to 
remove items in the 
basement.  This was 
done at the Saddle 
Shop along with some 
sandbagging around 
the building.  It seems 
that no one knew the 
extent of the flood that 
would soon be upon 
them.  I sat watch-
ing the TV news that 
evening and couldn’t believe what I was seeing.  The river surged 
over the banks and soon aerial views showed Czech Village 
and surrounding areas with water in the streets and then later I 
could see that the water had reached the level of the roof line of 
the Saddle Shop.  I felt sick knowing that everything inside that 
building was now under water.  Not only that the merchandise 
was probably ruined, but Nan’s fathers’ collections of antique 
and collectible sleigh bells, spurs, bits, telephones, rosettes, 
watch fobs, pocket watches, Calvary tack, and leather craft tools 
might have been destroyed. I could only imagine what she was 
going through seeing what was happening to her shop.
 As the waters receded, the call was out to come to the 
Saddle Shop to help retrieve the contents before the building was 
declared unsafe to enter.  The local horse community showed up 
from near and far and began helping out that day and continues 
to help today.  We donned surgical masks, latex gloves and old 
clothes before entering the building.  The odor from the river was 
horrid and there was muck over everything, the floor was slick 
and dark brown.  Someone had brought in a power generator so 
there was just a bit of light inside.  The beautiful old oak display 
cases were tipped and broken, the clothes were limp, saddles 
under the clothes racks, boots full of river water.  We began by 
getting the major things out and hauled to a nearby location.  We 
filled the back of a horse trailer with boots after getting them out 
of the soggy dirty boxes.  Everyone was working hard and trucks 
and trailers kept appearing to take things away.  I was sitting 

out in front of the shop going through the jewlery when a truck 
came along full of boxed pizzas and ice water, they were handing 
them out for free to people working along the street.  Going into 
the shop was so dark and dank, it was as though some demon 
had been there.  The odor stuck with me for hours after leaving.  
There were a lot of people there that I didn’t even see, some were 
working at the back of the store and some at the front.  It was 
hectic, stressful and depressing.
 For weeks now the horse community has been disinfecting, 

washing, cleaning, 
conditioning, sorting, 
polishing and get-
ting the items from 
the store ready for a 
“flood sale”. Each 
individual item that 
was in the flood has 
been cleaned, it has 
taken many weeks to 
go through all the in-
ventory from the shop.  
Loads of people have 
turned out to help, 
the local pony club, 
barn owners, trail 
riders, students from 
a local college, four 
Nuns from Minnesota, 
Western and English 
enthusiasts all with 
the same goal of sup-
porting and helping.  
All the collectables 

have been taken care of 
and most everything has remarkably turned out ok.  The leather 
Calvary halter from 1870 came through just fine.
 The Saddle Shop will be demolished or fall down on it’s 
own, part of the foundation was washed away in the flood.  I 
am going to miss going there.  The old creaky wood floors, the 
friendly atmosphere, the collections hanging on the walls, the 
offer of a cup of coffee or tea, the vast array of goods and the 
promise of running into a friend that you haven’t seen in awhile.
 Hopefully Nan will open another Saddle and Leather Shop 
in a different location in Cedar Rapids.  That remains to be seen, 
but I am sure all the horse people around here are hoping that she 
does.  We will have a benefit for the family on August 3rd and 
I am sure it will be a great success and be very well attended.  
Prior to the flood, plans were made to have a 100 year celebra-
tion for the buildings’ history in the horse business, but now the 
plan is to gather in front of the building and have a champagne 
toast to the Saddle Shop, a place that is full of great memories 
and wonderful friendships.

Editors Update:  Nan Barta will be opening a retail site soon, 
hopefully on September 20th. It will not be in the Czech Village 
area. The clean up progresses but bureaucracy seems endless.
 Shortly after George Barta’s death a painting of him was dis-
played at S&L. The painting survive the flood. Apparently it was 
hanging on the wall and as the water rose, it floated - rising above 
all else. It is a symbol of how the Barta family has always been able 
to rise above the tragedies in their lives, a symbol of perseverance.

An interior shot looking towards the front door. It was orderly store with everything horsepeople want. 

2



CLINICS & SHOWS
Amanda Johnson Dressage Clinic 

September 13th and 14th, 2008
in North Liberty Iowa.

Contact Kate Kostenbader at 319 621-
9483, or Lexi99@mchsi.com. 

Auditors welcome!
2008 Wapsipinicon Valley Show

Sunday, October 5th 
at the Linn County Fairgrounds 
in Central City, IA. Presented by 

Iron River Horse Shows. For more 
information, contact Anne Cizadlo 

218.349.3452 kodester1@yahoo.com
Oct. 4, 2008 Dances With Horses 

a fund raiser for ASPIRE at the McEl-
roy Auditorium at National Cattle Con-
gress grounds in Waterloo, Iowa. Call 
(319) 296-3096, or visit the website at 

www.danceswithhorses.org

For Sale: Fergus an 8 year old Oldenburg 
gelding. He is on Dreamhorse.com and 
Equine.com.  If you are interested contact 
Amanda (Magruder) Christensen.

W A P S I  V E L L E Y  J U N E  
S C H O O L I N G  S H O W

On June 21 and 22. 2008, the Wapsi 
Valley schooling show circuit kicked off 
its first show of the season. The flood wa-
ters invaded the Linn county fairgrounds 
in Central City, IA, so the show had to be 
moved at the last minute. The show was 
held at Tammy Lisi’s Tamarack Farm in 
Anamosa, IA. Stabling and parking were 
a little tight, but the facility proved more 
than capable of holding a two-day school-
ing show. Elizabeth Lamm from Sparta, 
WI was the judge.

Both days had perfect weather. On 
Saturday, Four Oaks Farm and Stable 
brought a group of campers to the show. 
The show was the final day of their week 
long camp and campers were very excited 
to be at a show. For many of them, this 
was their first show. They learned how to 
set up stalls for their horses for the night 
as well as how to warm-up their horses 
for a show.

The amount of spectators for Saturday 
was amazing! No one had thought that 
we needed bleachers at a schooling show 
to accommodate the spectators. With the 
quantity of young riders at the show, the 
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concession stand ran out of ice cream to 
make milkshakes by 1 PM and had to 
make a grocery run to keep up with the 
milkshake orders.

By Sunday, the Four Oaks campers 
had returned home, but the Silver Bits 
Pony Club campers arrived! After some 
difficulty loading all the horses, they did 
manage to arrive on time to get the camp-
ers in the ring for the first several rides 
of the show. Sunday was a longer day, 
starting at 8:30 AM and running until 
almost 4 PM.

I had warned the concession stand to 
get more ice cream for the second day, but 
they still ran out of milkshakes by 11 AM. 
So if you want milkshakes at the horse 
shows, make sure you get one right away 
in the morning!

Carole Gauger has also been working 
to promote Lipizzan classes at shows in 
the area, so this year, the Wapsi School-
ing shows are including a few Lipizzan 

classes. At this show, we only 
had one competitor showing 
2 Lipizzan horses. She did a 
couple of rail classes on Sunday 
at the beginning of the school-
ing show.

A good time was had by 
all that attended the show. 
Please join us again in August 
for our shows. A complete 
list of the dates and prize lists 
is available on the website: 
www.annecizadlo.com  See the 
website for the complete results 
from the June show.

Anne Cizadlo watching over her horse show

Above: Jasmine Hobart      Below: Lois Piekos
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large outdoor ring, bravely ridden by Jean Rude.  The rest of the 
day was spent riding indoors.  Horse and riders gamely warmed 
up outside.

Anne frequently had the riders work on a circle to encourage 
bending to create a correct connection with the horse as well as 
to keep the attention of the horse.  The use of cones on the circle 
and in corners helped the riders to ride a large circle and take 
advantage of the entire arena.  We saw young horses become 
steadier and attentive and older horses become straighter, more 
supple and graceful.

Mary shared her immense knowledge of clipping, braiding 
and other show preparations.  Tammy showed great hospitality.  
The lunch sandwiches were of gourmet quality.

Riders had the satisfaction of getting to the event with their 
horses prepared for a day of learning and fun, then returning 
home with the knowledge needed to improve and the realization 
that there is always more to learn about dressage.  The audi-
tors left with information as well and perhaps thinking that they 
should have come with their horses.

Anne Cizadlo, the clinician/judge, giving tips to Barb Hall 
at the Ready Set Show clinic at Tamarack stables

R I D E - A - T E S T
May 10, 2008, Tamarack Farms, Anamosa, Iowa
Submitted by Judy Nauseef

I knew that dressage riders in eastern Iowa were hungry for 
help with the tests they ride for their level and for an introduc-
tion to showing, but the response to the announcement in this 
publication for the READY, SET, SHOW Seminar at Tamarack 
Farms in Anamosa, IA in May was amazing.  Tammy Lisi, farm 
owner, received so many applications that the event became three 
days of Ride-a-Tests with mini-seminars given by Mary Spinsby 
over lunch.  

Anne Cizadlo served as judge.  After each ride she spent time 
with the horse and rider honing in on improving aspects that 
would result in a better ridden test.  Riders then had the opportu-
nity to ride the test again with the benefit of Anne’s instruction.  
The auditors learned along with the rider often offering support 
in the form of cheers and applause after clear improvement.

As seems to be normal conditions for Eastern Iowa, the day 
was chilly, windy and wet.  The first ride on Saturday was in a 

Barb Hall riding her horse Teddy at the Ready Set Ride clinic.

W I N D S  R E A C H  F A R M  
Dressage Show and Event Derby, May 25, 2008
Submitted by Judy Nauseef

Our members look forward to this Memorial Day weekend 
show each spring.  With severe weather during the days of prepa-
ration and threatening weather the day of the show, the show 
committee bravely carried on.  The overflow of entries neces-
sitated creative scheduling to accommodate all of the horse and 
rider combinations.  Bill Coester once again offered his farm for 
the event.  

A beautiful and challenging derby course built in one of the 
farms picturesque vales proved exhilarating fun for the horses 
and riders.  Great cheers could be heard from far away.  Eventing 
great Ralph Hill came to Iowa to serve a judge.  Riders and spec-
tators enjoyed meeting Ralph.

Carole Biesenthal judged the dressage tests, as she has done 
in the past.  Kind and consistent in her judging, she added com-

ments not only to the test booklets, but also to many riders after 
they had finished their tests.

Many thanks need to go out to Nan Barta for overseeing the 
organization of the show and to her diligent committee which 
worked hard to have this schooling show adhere to many of the 
regulations of recognized shows to better prepare the riders for 
the future.  The ring management and the scoring ‘office’ helped 
in this way.  Still, as a schooling show, the atmosphere was just 
right for those new to showing and those who were more experi-
enced and needed a confidence booster as well.

EIDEA Members: Subscribe TODAY to
Apples ‘n Oats, and get a $2 EIDEA membership

discount on your subscription! (only $12 for one year).  
Deadline: September 20th, 2008.  

Carol Eilers, 319-365-7314 or Aplznoats@aol.com. 
Subscription forms at: www.applesnoats.com
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N E X T  M E E T I N G S

Megan Ward

1228 Hertz Drive, SE

Cedar Rapids, IA 52403

Eastern Iowa 
Dressage & Eventing 

Association

A Charter Group 
Member Organization 

of the USDF.  
We’ve been here 

all along!

Affiliate Eventing 
Association to 
US Eventing 
Association.

Tuesday, September 2nd, 2008
at 7:00 pm (social time 6:30-7) at Four Oaks 

Stable, 500 W Main Street, Robins, IA, 52328

Horse Tack, what you Like, what you 
Love and what you Gotta Have

(thank you Cold Stone Creamery)

    All attendees are asked to bring one of their 
favorite tack items (any horse gear, product, tool 
or clothing) and tells us about why they chose 
it and why they like it so much. Jan Vlasak will 
bring some snacks and drinks. Bring chairs!

Directions from the North: Take I-380: Take 
the County Home / Toddville Exit. Turn right 
onto North Center Point Road. Turn left onto W 
Main Street.

Directions from the South: Take I-380: Take 

the Boyson Road Exit. Turn right onto Boyson 
Road. Turn left onto Center Point Road. Turn left 
onto W Main Street.

Tuesday, October 7th, 2008 at 7 PM
EIDEA has been invited to hold their October 

meeting at Willow Springs.
Teaching your horse made plain and simple.
Willow Springs’ staff will present a teaching 
method that is simple to learn and easy to do. 
EIDEA members Mary Hansen and Lois Pienkos 
have graciously volunteered their horses and 
themselves to demonstrate the methods used. 
There are two terrific lessons that will be demon-
strated: “Head position from the ground”, helpful 
for putting on the bridle or ear clipping, and 
“Standing still for the rider to mount”. 

Bring a chair. Refreshments will be provided.

Directions to get to Willow Springs
Going north from Cedar Rapids on I-380 take 
the Urbana exit #41. Immediately past the “bp” 
truck stop, turn left on N. Union Ave. Follow 
Union Ave. (W26) through town about a mile and 
turn left onto 56th St. Trail. Then turn left again 
onto 56th St. Drive. Willow Springs is the second 
drive on the right. Our address is: 3334 56th St. 
Dr. Center Point, IA 52213. If you have ques-
tions or would like assistance with directions call 
James Sturgeon’s cell phone at 319-521-8694


