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Contact
From the Editor

In our last three meetings we learned about rare & 
collectable books, especially children’s horse stories at the 
November meeting with local expert Pat Allard. We had our 
annual Awards banquet in December at The Lighthouse. 
And in January Anne 
Susko (pictured right) 
led such a heated discus-
sion on USEF rules that 
fire trucks showed up at 
Kirkwood.

Plus we had a booth 
at the Kirkwood tack sale. 
James Sturgeon and Nick 
Loughren manned the 
booth. James has volunteered to run it again next year. 

We are a pretty busy group considering the cold winter 
weather that has held most of  the mid-west at bay. While 
I have had to spend less time in the barn I surfed the web 
for what to do in 2009. I hope a couple things are already 
on members agendas. We could use some brave souls to or-
ganize the EIDEA Youth & Adult teams. And we have still 
have September, October and November meetings to plan.

As always, in every issue many thanks to Barb Hall for  
photos and to Anne Cizadlo for articles.

Our president, Anne 
Cizadlo, is in Florida for 
a couple months. Hope-
fully she will send us some 
YaHoo group emails to 
make us envious. We al-
ready have one picture of  
Anne’s boyfriend, EIDEA 
member Jimmy Mandela 
giving a ride to Anky Van 
Gruessen.  (pictured left) 
I wasn’t sure what to be 
jealous of, his passenger 
or the fact he is in short 
sleeves!

USDF Convention Report
By Anne Cizadlo
Although there were many, many more things discussed 

at the convention than are listed here, these are a few of  the 
highlights that I caught in the meetings that I attended.

Performance Standards: 
The Dressage Committee read many of  the letters that 

the PM delegates had written prior to the convention. The 
members that the PM delegates were representing were 
often saying that they did not mind the idea of  the perfor-
mance standards of  some type being implemented, but the 
method by which the Dressage Committee was proposing 
was not widely accepted. It was not liked for several reasons. 
One being the economy may not allowing riders to travel 
to enough shows to obtain the number of  points proposed 
to move up the levels. That in certain regions, managers 
are pressured to hire high scoring judges in order to have 
attendance at the shows. And that there is too much incon-
sistency in the scoring between judges which needs to be 
addressed prior to performance standards.

The Dressage Committee agreed to investigate the issue 
of  more consistent judging. They also offered an alterna-
tive idea to the performance standards, which included 
a “rider’s test.” The rider’s test could be offered at each 
level.  It would be a test performed in a similar manner to 
the Young Horse tests. Riders would enter this as a class 
at a horse show while the judge watched the performance. 
Rather than scoring the individual moves, the judge would 
score boxes at the completion of  the test which focused 
primarily on the performance of  the rider. The boxes would 
emphasize the rider’s position and seat, their effectiveness, 
their enhancement of  the horse, their preparation for the 
movements, their execution of  the movements, etc. with 
no emphasis on the quality of  the horse. In the end, a rider 
would need to achieve a certain number of  scores (3?) above 
a certain percentage (65?) from multiple judges (3?) in order 
to move up to the next level. This plan still needs much de-
bate and tweaking before it will be implemented, but those 
are the basic ideas.



The Budget: 
The budget was a topic with much debate. The original 

budget proposed by the Executive Committee was balanced 
based on a 30% increase in membership dues for all USDF 
members. Given the current state of  the economy, the 
delegates present at the Board of  Governors meeting fought 
this tooth and nail. After much debate and many ideas, the 
dues increase was dropped completely, although there were 
still increases in some of  the fees left to assist a balancing of  
the budget. There was also an accounting change, in that 
some of  the depreciation lines were dropped as “expenses.” 
Additionally, all programs across the board were asked to 
cut their budgets by a certain amount to assist and, in the 
end, we passed an unbalanced budget. The budget was still 
in the red at the end of  the discussion.

A few other topics that came from the budget discussion 
were that it appeared that USDF membership decreased 
in 2008 prior to the economic slide and an even larger 
decrease is expected for 2009. USDF has been trying to ‘go 
green’ to decrease paper use and mailing costs.

Governance Structure: 
A smaller topic at the Board of  Governors that was still 

well received was the option of  a new governance structure 
for USDF which would make the decisions of  the organiza-
tion more transparent and stem more from the local GMOs. 
At present, this convention included, the GMOs have a 
feeling of  “why do we need USDF?” Between the proposed 
dues increase and the apparent lack of  services available to 
the general GMO member, clubs were considering drop-
ping their GMO status with USDF.

The new governance structure would be set up similar 
to the government of  the United States. It would consist of  
a Senate (2 Participating Member delegates from each re-
gion) and a House of  Representatives (GMO delegates.) 
GMOs would get delegates depending on how large they 
were (1 delegate for each 50 members, for example.) The 
Executive Board would consist of  the past president, the 
current president, the president elect, a secretary, a trea-
surer, and 4 at large members. Many of  the delegates at the 
meeting were in favor of  such a change in order to increase 
the involvement of  the GMOs in the organization as well as 
the transparency of  the decisions made by the organization.

National Championships: 
It is currently on the slate to sponsor a national cham-

pionship in November of  2011. The championships would 
be open to riders in the Open and Adult Amateur catego-
ries, although Region 4 member Joyce Hardesty is fighting 
to open the championships up to Junior/Young riders as 
well. The location will be at the Kentucky Horse Park in 
Lexington, KY. Riders will be invited based on a specific set 
of  rules that are still in the process of  being worked, but, 

generally, the champion and reserve from each level in each 
region will be invited, as well as “wild card” riders down to 
fourth place in the regional championships if  they obtain a 
certain “qualifying score.” The championship location is set 
to rotate every 3 years to involve all areas of  the country.

Rule Changes:  (As of  December 1, 2008)
•  Whip lengths have been increased to 120 cm.
•  Riders competing up through First level may wear half-

chaps in competition as long as they are smooth leather.
•  Cooling vests are permitted even when coats are called.
•  FEI Junior tests allow tails.
•  A test score of  5 now means marginal (not sufficient)
•  Riders need a 60% to qualify for a freestyle (not a 58%)
•  There will be no jumping at a dressage competition 

except for a Prix Caprilli test.
•  No horse may enter more than once in a division, even 

in a Test of  Choice class.

“L” Program Changes: 
The USDF Learner Judge program has altered some of  

their processes. In the future, any GMO member will be al-
lowed to participate or audit sessions A, B and C of  the “L” 
program with no prerequisites. In order to continue to the 
D1, D2 and Final exam segments of  the program, the par-
ticipant must have the same prerequisites as participants of  
the current “L” program (required scores at Second Level, 
sitting time and scribing time.) Additionally, the participants 
and the sessions will have channels depending on the final 
goal: USEF registered judge, USEA registered judge or just 
completion of  the program.

Region 4 Meetings: 
There were two Region 4 meetings held during the 

convention. In the first one, participants discussed the 
national championship issues, the governance issues and the 
proposed dues increase. On a more local level, we discussed 
options for the Region 4 Adult clinic to be held in 2009 as 
well as additional possible regional clinics. In the second 
meeting, we expressed our feelings about the dues increase 
and budget to USDF president Sam Barish. We also dis-
cussed the quarterly leadership meetings that Region 4 
Director Sarah Patrick organizes. Several of  the members 
in attendance had phoned in and offered their support for 
these mini-meetings. IaDCTA member Barb Zukowski also 
brought a binder with information from all the regional 
traveling trophies that she had put together. Barb suggested 
that we try to keep the trophies in one location and send 
certificates to the winners rather than try to keep track of  
the trophies, especially if  they end up outside the region. 
It was also discussed and passed that the future winners 
of  these trophies be limited to members who reside within 
Region 4 at the time that the trophies are earned.

2



3

2008 Awards Banquet
Goal Sheet Awards
     The Goal Sheet program is EIDEA’s way of  honoring 
member’s efforts to improve their equestrian skills. Setting 
a goal is the first step and last year we had 39 members 
participate. At the Awards Banquet we return their goal 
sheets along with a certificate and a congratulatory gift. 
Those not present were mailed their goal sheets and a 
certificate. Congratulations to all our Goal Sheet winners! 
Nan Barta, Carol Berg, Lynn Birkland, Jill Bogart, Marian 
Carr, Anne Cizadlo, Diedra Diesch, Christine Egan, 
Hannah Ferguson, Deb Galbraith, Barbara Hall, Tom 
Hall, Mary Hansen, Kate Hladky , Jasmine Hobart, Mikki 
Hobart, Vicki Klemm, Merrill Klemm, Kate Kostenbader, 
Deb Levine, Nicholas Loughren, Judy Nauseef, Hilary 
Nekvinda, Dr. Mary Lynn Neumeister, Terry O¹Brien, Lois 
Pienkos, Joyce Pundt, Jennifer Pundt, Diane Riccolo, Jean 
Murphy Rude, Jeanie Sisk, Cara Solness, Mary Spinsby, 
James Sturgeon, Tina  Sturgeon, Anne Sushko, Jan Vlsak, 
Megan Ward. Special thanks goes to Tom Hall for his 
wonderfully humorous goals. As his better half  read her 
goals, his were to go with her and pick up poop.

Volunteer of the Year
This organization is nothing with out its volunteers. Ev-

ery year we like to acknowledge the efforts of  one individual 
as our EIDEA Volunteer of  the Year. We wish to bestow 
this honor upon an individual who has been instrumental 
in our club from day one. She has helped our members and 
promoted every equestrian venture in this area. She is one 
of  those long-term loyal members who does more than we 
ever thought possible. Nan Barta is our 2008 Volunteer 
of  the Year. Nan has been a past officer, board member 
and the Awards Committee founding chairperson. She 
can successfully organize any venture because she always 
knows just who to ask to volunteer to get the task done. Nan 
is always there, always busy and yet always ready to listen, 
and figure out a way to make it work. This year has been 
a horrific year for Nan. The Saddle and Leather Shop was 
destroyed by the flood. Yet she rallied and spent the summer 
coordinating volunteers that helped salvage the contents. 
We know how hard it was for Nan to have to let others run 
the Awards Banquet but our first thought was that now we 
could bestow upon her a long overdue honor. Thank you, 
Nan Barta, our EIDEA 2008 Volunteer of  the Year.

Other Awards
Good Horse – Monarch owned by Pat Allard.

First Time – Jasmine Hobart for leaving home to be a 
working student.

Great Groom – Jan Vlasak for helping the kids at 
Four Oaks Stable get ready for a show.

Out of  the Box – Barb Putnam for entering Herod in 
the Trail Class at the shows at Free Rein.

Oops Award – Barb Putnam who passed the award 
onto . . . Mikki Hobart who passed it onto Barbara Hall 
who told the story of  how she broke her ankle while doing 
morning chores.

      Congratulations to All!

James Sturgeon getting his Goal Sheet Award from the master of ceremonies, 
Jan Vlasak, and Awards committee member, Deb Levine.

Diane Riccolo congratulates Jasmine Hobart for the First Time Award.

Diane Riccolo and Lois Pienkos congratulate Jan Vlasak for the Great Groom 
Award. Many Thanks to Lois and Diane for running the Awards Committee and 

Banquet. And to Jan for being our MC.



USDF Symposium
By Anne Cizadlo

The USDF symposium was held in Denver, Colorado, 
on December 6 and 7, 2008. This year, the presenter at the 
USDF Symposium was Kyra Kirklund. Kyra has been a 
member of  multiple World Cup teams and a participant in 
many Olympic Games. She was a fantastic presenter since 
she not only worked with the rider to improve the horse in 
a very straightforward, clear manner, but also could relate 
these concepts to the audience and did not hesitate to ride 
the horses and show the audience what was going wrong 
and fix it!

Kyra made SEVERAL very important points that apply 
to many riders and horses. One of  her main focal points 
was that riders need good positions in order to be effective. 
Kyra wasn’t just happy with riders that had straight backs 
and their thumbs on the top of  their fists, however. She 
wanted the riders to be very stable in their positions and 
not allow the horses to squirm underneath the riders nor 
did she allow riders to become “enablers” to their horses by 
adjusting their positions to assist the horse in his balance. It 
would create a codependent relationship that was not cor-
rect in the long run.

Kyra insisted that the horse must CARRY the rider. She 
insisted that riders stay sitting on their horses’ backs. Many 
riders would lighten their seats at inappropriate times in an 
effort to “help” their horse find the right balance. As Kyra 
pointed out, when the rider does something like this, it only 
confuses the horse who now isn’t quite sure where to be or 
how to carry the rider. If  the rider offers to do some of  the 
work, most horses will comply by becoming lazy. Soon, the 
horse is not in front of  the leg nor very responsive to the 
clear, concise seat aids. Your “hips stay down!” Kyra said at 
least 1000 times throughout the weekend. “Quit jumping up 
and down to make your horse canter” was another common 
phrase. “Make him carry YOU!”

Another basic that Kyra emphasized was that riders 
need to find a neutral place where you can sit and ride. You 
need to be able to ride your horse with no leg and no hand 
and your horse needs to stay where he should be. That 
way, you can add leg to go forward or hand to slow down. 
But if  you need leg and hand to sustain the gait, then you 
will need way too much leg to go more forward or way too 
much hand to slow down. Then the aids get too loud and 
noisy. “Keep your weight in one place so that the horse 
knows where to go.” She also emphasized being conscious 
of  keeping your hips parallel with your horses hips so he 
learns to use that as a directional guide.

Kyra said that a little lower leg should elicit the response 
of  a horse that gets quicker in the hind leg. This should be a 
light aid, not loud, noisy constant kicking. Keep working the 

transitions between quick and slow, she emphasized. “Leg 
means go, not seat. Sit in the middle of  your horse and stay 
in the same spot. Don’t adjust in your saddle to help the 
horse.”

Kyra also corrected riders who slide their leg back too 
far for any response. She said that the farther back your leg 
goes, the more that you change the weight on your hips and 
eventually collapse in your torso. This sends many mixed 
signals to the horse that he will ignore. Get the horse to re-
spond to small, quick aids. Don’t squeeze the legs, it makes 
the horse dull.

Kyra worked with some upper level riders. She said 
that you can still carry the horse around in the Prix St. 
Georges, but there are no places to hide in the Grand Prix. 
She worked a lot with the horses in the walk before moving 
into the trot or canter. “What you can’t do in the slow gait 
doesn’t get any better in the faster gaits.” Kyra pointed out, 
“when horses learn, you have to help them, but soon they 
need to learn to stay on their own and not make you ride 
them so strong.”

Some of  the exercises that Kyra used to assist the rid-
ers were very creative. She started the young horses on a 
leg-yield, halt, leg-yield, halt exercise to make them wait for 
the aids, yet respond instantly to the “go” command. The 
slightly more advanced horses did the following exercise: 
half-pass left to center line, haunches-in left on center line, 
shoulder-in right on center line, then half-pass right. It was a 
perfect set-up for the zig-zag, but many of  the horses (mine 
included when I got home!) had a hard time remaining in 
the exercise without anticipating the next movement! What 
a great exercise! For the even more advanced horses, an 
engagement exercise that she used was to remain in the halt 
and try to just bring the horse’s hind legs closer to the front 
legs. It’s incredibly hard to get only the hind legs to move 
without a front leg stepping forward or sideways at the same 
time!

On a lighter note, one of  the audience members asked 

Anne Cizadlo at a show last summer. She always take time to meet everybody!
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Kyra what sex of  horse she likes to work with. Kyra’s re-
sponse was that “you have to tell a gelding what to do, you 
have to ask a stallion for what you want and a mare you 
have to put in three applications!”

Overall, the Symposium was fantastic this year. The 
demo riders included several professional riders, as well as 
some Amateurs and a junior rider. The riders were on hors-
es trained from Training Level to Grand Prix. Kyra rode 
at least 3 of  the horses each day and the transformation 
with each horse was apparent within minutes. Mainly, the 
horses were squirming around under Kyra and her position 
remained ABSOLUTELY still throughout all the fussing 
until the horse gave up trying to get Kyra to assist them and 
the horses started balancing themselves and carrying Kyra. 
There was no drama on Kyra’s part, only stability and 
poise. The horses created the drama in attempts to knock 
her position loose but all were unsuccessful. Once they 
submitted to her solid position, the drama that the horses 
had been using to move Kyra was refocused on their work, 
which then became spectacular. It was amazing to witness.

She never drilled any of  the horses, but was insistent 
that they remain focused on her requests by making requests 
in fairly close succession. She never remained in the same 
tempo or speed for too long to keep the horses fresh and 
sharp. She often just worked the tempo, speed and gaits 
changes for several minutes on a 20 meter circle until she 
had the undivided attention of  the horse. Then, when she 
did choose to go out and perform a movement, it was prac-

2008 USDF All-Breeds Awards
Congratulation to Barrie Anderson, Amanda Johnson 

and Pip winners of  two Hanoverian 2008 USDF All-Breeds 
Awards. First Place in INTERMEDIAIRE I FREE-

STYLE – OPEN DI-
VISION and Fourth 
Place in INTERME-
DIAIRE I – OPEN 
DIVISION. 

Pip (Pik Solo-Déjà 
Vu/Demosthenes) is 
owned and was bred 
by member Barrie An-
derson. He is trained 
and ridden by former 
member Amanda 
(Mandy) Johnson.
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tically flawless. Even if  there were a mistake, she still went 
back to the circle and simple transitions to fix the problem.

Kyra showed an absolutely simple, clear method of  
communicating with the horses. If  you ever have a chance 
to watch her work or teach, you will be impressed with a 
black and white communication that she stresses with the 
horse which starts with a steady and solid position on the 
part of  the rider. Good riding can be so simple, yet so dif-
ficult! 



Symposiums & Fairs
Feb 21, 2009 
WDCTA Annual Symposium - Boots & Bling  Fea-
turing Lendon Grey and Yvonne Barteau at Stoney 
Creen Inn, Wausau WI . Contact: Ardis White at 
715-282-6327 OR Barb Cadwell at 715-882-3706

Mar 14 - 15, 2009 
Learner Judge Program, Session A, Intro to Judg-
ing and Biomechanics w/Jayne Ayers at Ro-
ma’s in East Troy & LoRoge Eq Ctr, Mukwanago 
WI.  Contact Kathryn Dunn at 608-223-9238 or 
dunndressage@hotmail.com

April 3 - 5, 2009
Iowa Horse Fair – at Iowa State Fair Grounds, Des 
Moines, IA. More info at iowahorsecouncil.org

April  26 - 27, 2009 
Learner Judge Program, Session B, Gaits, Paces, 
Movements, Figures w/ Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez at 
Roma’s in East Troy & LoRoge Eq Ctr, Mukwana-
go WI. Contact Kathryn Dunn at 608-223-9238 or 
dunndressage@hotmail.com

May 9 & 10, 2009   * See Flyer *
Region 4 Symposium w/Mary Wanless, Hilary 
Clayton, and Heather Blitz at Leatherdale Equine 
Center, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN. More 
info at www.nakedtruthofriding.com

May 15-17
From the Judge’s Perspective (USDF University 
Program) at Brier Bank Farm, 11656 Pocahontas 
Rd, Marine, IL 62061. Contact Sue Hughes at (734) 
455-7273

May 23 - 24, 2009 
Learner Judge Program, Session C, Basics, Col-
lective Marks, Rider Biomechanics, Equitation w/ 
Sandy Howard at Roma’s in East Troy & LoRoge 
Eq Ctr, Mukwanago WI.  Contact Kathryn Dunn at 
608-223-9238 or dunndressage@hotmail.com 

Jun 27 - 28, 2009 
Learner Judge Program , Session D,  Judging Full 
Tests w/ Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez at Silverwood 
Farm, Camp Lake WI. Contact Kathryn Dunn at 
608-223-9238 or dunndressage@hotmail.com 

Sep 25 – Oct 10 2010
Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games, Kentucky 
Horse Park, Lexington, KY

Local Shows
March 28 - 29, 2009
Spring Break Out Open Horse Show - at 
Kirkwood’s Iowa Equestrian Center. More info at 
iowaequestrian.com or contact Holly White at 319-
668-2699.

May 16-17, 2009   * See Flyer *
2009 MCPC (Mill Creek Pony Club) Horse Trial at 
Longview Horse Park

May 16, 2009 (Saturday)
Wapsi Valley Spring Schooling Show at Tanama-
rack Stables, 4097 County Road x40, Anamosa, IA 
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52205. Contact Tammy Lisi,  at 319.480.2056 or tlis
i@tamarackstablesiowa.com

June 14, 2009 (Sunday)
Wapsi Valley Summer Schooling Show at Tanama-
rack Stables, 4097 County Road x40, Anamosa, 
IA 52205. Contact Anne Cizadlo, 218.349.3452, 
kodester1@yahoo.com

July 18, 2009 (Saturday)
Wapsi Valley Mid-summer Schooling Show at 
Tanamarack Stables, 4097 County Road x40, 
Anamosa, IA 52205. Contact Tammy Lisi,  at 
319.480.2056 or tlisi@tamarackstablesiowa.com

August 29, 2009 (Saturday)
Wapsi Valley Harvest Schooling Show at Tanama-
rack Stables, 4097 County Road x40, Anamosa, 
IA 52205. Contact Anne Cizadlo, 218.349.3452, 
kodester1@yahoo.com

USDF Dressage Shows
May 23 & 24, 2009
Bara Trac I and Bara Trac I Too in Mason City, IA. 
More info at dressageshowinfo.com

Friday, June 26, 2009
USDF Region 4 Youth Championship (We had 
a two EIDEA teams last year) More info at 
dressageshowinfo.com

June 27 & 28, 2009
Dressage Lite and Dressage Lite Too More info at 
dressageshowinfo.com

Friday, July 31, 2009
Region 4 Adult Team Championship (We 
have teams every year!) More info at 
dressageshowinfo.com

August 1 & 2, 2009
Bara Trac II and Bara Trac II Too in Mason City, IA. 
More info at dressageshowinfo.com

September 4-6, 2009
Great American/USDF Region 4 Championship in 
Mason City, IA. More info at dressageshowinfo.com

October 3-4
Iowa Dressage Classic I & II at Dallas Coun-
ty Fairgrounds in Adel, IA. More info at 
dressageshowinfo.com

USEA Horse Trials & Events 
(get more info at usea4.org)
May 16-17  Mill Creek PC HT at Longview, 
 Grandview, MO
May 22-23  Otter Creek HT Wheeler, WI
May 23-24  Briar Fox Farm HT, Augusta, KS
May 31  Carriage House Farm CT, Hugo, MN 
June 13-14  Queeny Park HT, St. Louis, MO
June 13-14  Silverwood HT, Camplake, WI
June 26-28  Fox River Valley PC HT, 
 Barrington Hills, IL 
July 9-12  Maui Jim HT & CIC , Wayne, IL
July 25-26  Briar Fox Farm HT, Augusta, KS
August 1 -2  Silverwood HT, Camplake, WI 
August 1-2  Catalpa Corner Charity HT, Iowa City
August 14-16  Wayne DuPage HT, Wayne, IL
September 5-6  Trott Brook Farms HT, Anoka, MN

Calendar of Events September 5-6  Silverwood HT, Camplake, WI
September 9-13  American Eventing Champion-
 ships, Wayne, IL
September 19-20  Dunnabeck HT & Area IV 
 Championships, Carbondale, IL
September 25-27  Otter Creek HT, Wheeler, WI
October 3-4  Heritage Park HT, Olathe, KS
October 10-11  Hunter Oaks HT, Carlock, IL
Oct. 31 - Nov. 1  Briar Fox Farm HT, Augusta, KS

Clinics
2009 Open Winter Ride at Kirkwood’s Iowa Eques-
trian Center is offering indoor riding to the gener-
al public this winter Tuesdays and some Thursday 
evenings 7-9 PM. Fee is $20. Reservations are re-
quired. More info online at iowaequestrian.com.

March 14-15, 2009   * See Flyer *
MCPC Cross-Country Schooling at Longview, 
More info at http://millcreek.ponyclub.org

March 21-22, 2009
Leslie Law Jump Clinic at TopLine Equestrian Cen-
ter, 42w220 Plank Road, Hampshire, IL  847 464-
4095. Contact Cynthia Zitko at 630/830-4801 OR 
708/302-3468  Email: cynthiazitko@sbcglobal.net.

Mar 21 -22, 2009 
Lilo Fore Dressage Clinic at Wisconsin Equestrian 
Center, De Pere WI.  Contact Kim Iwen at 920-339-
1001 or giwen@new.rr.com 

March 28-29, 2009   * See Flyer *
MCPC Cross-Country Schooling at Longview, 
More info at http://millcreek.ponyclub.org

March 31 –April 2, 2009 (Tuesday-Thursday)
Col. Carde Clinic at StarWest in New Berlin, IL. 
Contact Alice Martin at alice.martin@mac.com. 
More info at www.starwestonline.net 

April 4-5, 2009   * See Flyer *
MCPC Cross-Country Schooling at Longview, 
More info at http://millcreek.ponyclub.org

April 9 - 12, 2009
Jeff Griffith Clinic - at Kirkwood’s Iowa Equestrian 
Center. For more information please contact Megan 
Green at 319-361-2595.

April 11-12, 2009   * See Flyer *
MCPC Cross-Country Schooling at Longview, 
More info at http://millcreek.ponyclub.org

April 24-25, 2009   * See Ad *
Liz Steacie Clinic at Tamarack Stables, 4097 Coun-
ty Road X40, Anamosa, Iowa. More info at www.t
amarackstablesiowa.com or contact Tammy Lisi at 
319-489-3469 or 319-480-2056.

MAY 9-10, 2009
BECKY HOLDER XC Clinic at Pratt’s Wayne Forest 
Preserve, Wayne, IL.  Contact Erin at undertheoak
s@sbcglobal.net

May 15 - 17 2009
IaDCTA Dressage Camp at Jester Park Equestrian 
Center, Granger, IA. Clinicians are Fred Weber and 
Anne Cizaldo. More info at iadcta.tripod.com
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EIDEA Members:
Subscribe TODAY to 

Apples ‘n Oats, and get a $2 
EIDEA membership

discount on your subscription! 
(only $12 for one year).  

Deadline: March 1st, 2009.  

Carol Eilers, 319-365-7314 or 
Aplznoats@aol.com. 

Subscription forms at: 
www.applesnoats.com

E I D E A  O F F I C E R S

President: Anne  Cizadlo
home (218) 349-3452
kodester1@yahoo.com

Vice President: Lois Pienkos
home (319) 438-6460
PIENKYL@aol.com

Secretary: Mary Hansen
175 Indian Creek Lane, SE
Cedar Rapids, IA  52403
home: (319) 362-2846
iowatruck@mchsi.com

Treasurer: Mary Spinsby
802 1st Avenue N
Mt. Vernon, IA  52314
home: (319) 389-3460
whoapony14@hotmail.com

Membership Roster: Jan Vlasak
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CEM Outbreak
In December 2008, the Kentucky 

Department of  Agriculture an-
nounced that a Quarter Horse stallion 
tested positive for Contagious Equine 
Metritis (CEM), a foreign animal 
disease not found in the United States 
, during routine testing for interna-
tional semen shipment.  Contagious 
Equine Metritis is a transmissible, 
exotic venereal disease in horses which 

usually results in infertility in mares 
and, on rare occasions, spontaneously 
abortion.  Infected stallions exhibit no 
clinical signs but be can carriers.

Because of  this CEM outbreak, 
Canada has imposed additional re-
strictions on horse imports/exports.

Nationwide, it now involves at 
least 490 horses in 45 states, according 
to the U.S. Dept. of  Agriculture. 

The National Veterinary Services 
Laboratories in Ames, Iowa, reported 
a positive test result earlier this week. 
The stallion had been at a Wisconsin 
artificial insemination center at the 
same time as a previously reported 
infected stallion. There are now 23 
stallions and more than 50 mares 
quarantined in Wisconsin because of  
exposure to CEM-positive stallions 
or artificial insemination, or shared 
artificial insemination equipment. Any 
exposed animals, in any state, will be 
quarantined for testing.

There is no human health risk or 
risk to the general population horses.

EIDEA Officer Change
Mary Spinsby is resigning as the 

EIDEA Treasurer.
Lois Pienkos has offered to take on 

that office.
James Sturgeon has volunteered 

to take over the soon to be empty Vice 
President spot.

This is to serve as notice to mem-
bers that we will hold nominations and 
a vote at a future meeting to comply 
with our bylaws. 

Thanks Mary for your past service 
and thanks Lois & James for volun-
teering!

STAY INFORMED
To get email notices from EIDEA you must sign up with the 

EIDEA-NEWS Yahoo group at www.yahoogroups.com. 
This is for EIDEA members only.  

Contact Judy Nauseef at 319-338-9207 or 
judyn@hughes.net for help with the process of signing up.

New FEI Tests Effective 
January 1, 2009

The Federation Equestre Interna-
tionale (FEI) has issued NEW dressage 
tests for Prix St. Georges and above, 
effective January 1, 2009.

These new test versions must be 
used by all USEF-Licensed Dressage 
Competitions beginning January 1, 
2009, and for all 2009 USEF High 
Performance, USEF National, and 
NAJYRC qualifying and champion-
ships.  Of  particular note to Young 
Riders, the Prix St. Georges Test will 
now be used as the Team Test (not the 
Individual Test), and a new Individual 
Test has been issued and must be used.  

FEI tests are available for free 
download at www.fei.org.

In Sympathy
Former member Carol Strank  

of  Solon, Iowa died Sunday, Jan. 
18, 2009, at University of  Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics in Iowa City 
after a long illness. 

Survivors include her hus-
band, Gary; four children, Re-
becca Delabra of  Tipton, Shan-
non Strank of  Austin, Texas, 
Daniel Strank of  North Liberty 
and Alicia Strank of  Iowa City; 
her mother, Helen Blake of  Eaton 
Rapids, Mich.; her father, Vincent 
Hannon of  Leesburg, Fla.; and a 
sister, Susan Sayed, and brother, 
James Hannon, both of  Eaton 
Rapids, Mich. 
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US Eventing 
Association.

Tuesday, March 3rd, 2009 at 7 PM
Eventing Safety Primer 
by Jasmine Hobart
Meeting Leader is Mikki Hobart.
At Naso’s Restaurant, 453 7th Ave, Marion, 
IA 52302 in the back room. EIDEA will buy 
the pizza. You will need to pay for your 
beverages or other food items. 

Tuesday, April 7th, 2009 at 7 PM
Reining Demonstration 
by Eber Christopher
Meeting Leader is Mary Hansen
At Crystal Creek Equine Center, 2550 Hind-
man Road, Marion, IA.
Eber Christopher is a breeder and 
international competitor of Reining Horses. 
Reining is the only western discipline that is 

included in FEI competitions. Anyone going 
to the World Equestrian Games will want 
to know what they’re watching. Eber was 
in our area for almost a year and taught 
several of the Crystal Creek boarders.
Directions: Take Hwy 151 North. Go 
1.6 miles past the Hwy 13 & Hwy 151 
intersection and turn LEFT onto HINDMAN 
ROAD. Go 0.4 mile and turn left and park.

Tuesday, May 5th 2009 at 7 PM
Retraining the Horse for a New Career. 
Demonstration by Bill Coester 
at Winds Reach. 
Meeting Leader is Judy Nauseef.



May 16-17, 2009 Kansas City, MO

Updated courses, Fragible pins, I 15 permanent
stalls, open rolling terrain. Course walk Friday.

* Closes April 28

_ See Omnibus or http:\ \millcreek. ponyclub.org for details

Open Schoolings: March 14-15, March 28-29, April 4-5, April 11-12

Water, bank and ditch/ coffm complexes for all levels, plus a variety of solid jumps.
Open, rolling terrain. *Preliminary *Training *N ovice *Beginner Novice




